
Outstanding bilingual 
education for children 

aged 5 to 15
Welcome to 
CF BL! 



The  CF BL  way

Key facts 
700 35 

8:1

100% 

50% 44 

students 
aged 5 to 15

nationalities in 
the student body

student-to-staff 
ratio

success at Brevet 
(99% with honours)

teaching time in 
French (primary)

after-school 
activities

> Academic excellence   
thanks to the rigorous and broad 
French curriculum

> Friendly environment   
a warm atmosphere with mutual trust 
and respect

> Bilingual and bicultural   
teaching carried out by native speakers

The  CF BL  way
> Student well-being   
our core belief is that happiness 
is the key to success 

> International community   
with over 35 nationalities, and a 
network of 500 schools abroad



The  CF BL  way

Welcome
Situated just a stone’s throw away from 
Camden Town, CFBL was founded in 2011 
on the premises of the former Kingsway 
College. The Victorian building was entirely 
renovated and adapted to the purposes of a 
modern style of teaching. We are delighted 
to welcome 700 students and their families 
in such a beautiful setting.

Happiness, well-being and discovery are at 
the heart of the philosophy of our “home 
of learning”. Trust is the core value of our 
educational project. Learning to become 
independent and open-minded is essential 
to our students’ development into well-
rounded adults.

Our teachings are in line with the curriculum 
established by the French Ministry for 
Education, but our aim remains, ever since 
the founding of our establishment, to give 
a fully bilingual education to all.

Our students are encouraged to exchange, 
share, invent, and take initiatives in a 
multicultural and open environment. Over 
the course of their studies, they acquire, 
in addition to academic knowledge, the 
human and social tools that will enable 
them to thrive in high school, and in their 
many future endeavours – whether personal 
or professional – throughout their lives.

Denis Bittmann
Headteacher

The  CF BL  way



French curriculum, 
international opportunities
Challenging, broad-ranging and extensive, the French education system has the reputation of being one 
of the most thorough in the world. Throughout their years in primary and secondary schools, students 
acquire a firm grounding in reading, writing, mathematics and develop skills in science, literature, 
languages, and social sciences.



“An interesting school that embodies al l of the academic 
rigour associated with the French tradition, but with a 

strong emphasis on languages and English.”
 The Good Schools Guide

1 school

5 schools 

10+ schools

This map is for illustrative purposes only. For the full, up-to-date map, please check aefe.fr

The 
AEFE 
network

We believe there is no better 
way to prepare our students for 
a complex 21st-century world 
and its evolving workplace than 
to acquaint them with its many 
facets thanks to the rigorous 
French curriculum. 

Project-based learning and a particular 
focus on languages, science, PE and the arts 
further enhance and deepen our students’ 
educational experience.

CFBL is part of AEFE (Agency for French Schooling Abroad), a network of French government-accredited 
schools around the world. This extensive network is made up of 522 educational establishments with 
almost 370,000 students from nursery school to the end of secondary school in 139 countries. 

It ensures that children studying the French curriculum can continue their educational journey no 
matter where in the world their parents move. It is particularly beloved by expatriates and diplomats, 
as it is the largest network of its kind in the world. 



Bilingual and more

“The teachers are committed to improving 
the children’s prof iciency in both languages, and use 

different but complementary teaching methods. The children 
thus develop their capacity to adapt which wil l be of great service 

to them throughout their lives.”        -  Mrs Kermiche, mother of Emma

Learning a language is rewarding in so many respects, opening up new ways of communicating and 
seeing the world, and providing a deeper understanding of other values, beliefs and customs. In a 
globally connected world, it is now essential to acquire the mental flexibility to move seamlessly 
between languages and cultures. Our students are accustomed to doing so from a young age, as they 
work with two teachers (one native French speaker, one native English speaker) throughout primary 
school, switching from one language to another halfway through the week. CFBL’s teaching is bicultural 
in addition to being bilingual, as our English-speaking and French-speaking teachers use different 
methods and practices which enrich the classroom experience. CFBL is therefore the meeting point of 
two teaching cultures, bringing students the best of both worlds.

Studies have shown that bilingual learners have better detail-oriented focus, improved problem-solving 
skills, enhanced mental multitasking ability, strengthened memory, as well as heightened social skills 
and awareness. Our experience is also that the ability to speak a second language makes it easier to 
acquire additional languages. Students can start studying German or Spanish from Year 7, Latin from 
Year 8, as well as Greek and Mandarin from Year 9. Foreign exchange programmes with partner schools 
in Germany and Madrid enable them to practise their language skills outside the classroom with their 
peers and gain further insights into other cultures. 

With over 35 nationalities represented in the student body, and teachers from dozens of countries 
around the world, CFBL students are immersed in a truly multicultural experience on a daily basis, 
fostering tolerance and openness to others that will serve them well throughout their studies and in 
their future careers. 

We welcome beginners in French up to Year 7, 
with intensive support classes throughout 
primary school and a “fast-track French” 
programme in Year 7.  

Beginners in English are welcome 
at all levels, and will be given 
personalised support.







Wel l-being
Our founding principle is that children learn best when they are happy and content. That is why student 
well-being and personal development are at the heart of everything we do, from attentive teaching 
methods based on mutual trust and respect, to a caring pastoral care system and approachable school 
leaders. 

CFBL is  a friendly, close-knit community, which makes it easier for students to get to know each other 
and their teachers, and to come to us if they have any problems or concerns. 40% of teaching time is 
organised in smaller groups, so that students can be given individualised support in a wide range of 
subjects, and intensive French or English classes are provided in very small groups for beginners.

Students are also encouraged to look out for one another: thanks to our mediation programme, 16 
students are trained every year to address quarrels between their peers in a positive and constructive 
manner. Our “Sports with the Big Kids” scheme in PE classes helps Year 10 students bond with their 
much younger peers in Year 1 by coaching them through a range of fun sporting activities. 

CFBL students also have a formal say in the running of their school through representative councils 
and committees, many of which have an explicitly pastoral focus. 

“Pupils show respect, tolerance and 
kindness towards others. They are very 

wel l behaved and are wil ling to work hard. 
Leaders have ensured that pupils are very 
wel l cared for and make excel lent provision 

for their personal development.” 
Ofsted, september 2018



Eco-friend ly school
We realise how important it is to take steps to mitigate humans’ impact on the environment, which 
is why we have formed a new Environment and Climate Change Committee in September 2019. This 
committee, formed of parents, staff, students and school leaders, is dedicated to taking suggestions 
from the entire school community and finding the best ways of creating a more environmentally-friendly 
school, together. We have also embarked on the path to becoming an Eco School, an international 
programme that aims to empower students to drive change and improve their environmental awareness. 

Teachers have been instrumental in raising 
awareness and giving students the tools to bring 
about real change: students as young as Year 
2 have embarked on a “no waste classroom” 
programme, abolishing single-use plastics and 
preferring natural, communal supplies that are 
less damaging to the environment and use less 
packaging. From Met Office-led talks on climate 
change and carbon-neutral house design in science 
class, to upcycling in art projects and writing songs 
about the environment in music classes, students 
encounter ecological issues in all aspects of their 
education. 

But beyond giving them information, we believe 
that it is essential to foster student initiative and 
guide them in their endeavours. Last year alone, 
we have helped secondary school students explain 
various ecological issues to their younger peers 
in primary, supported pupils as they organised 
workshops during lunch breaks to raise awareness 
for the charity Plastic Oceans UK, and have guided 
Year 10 students through the design and sale of 
CFBL water bottles - over 500 sold! - to reduce the 
school community’s plastic bottle consumption. 
We are very proud of our students for their ideas, 
drive and dedication to the planet, and hope to 
accompany many new projects in the years ahead.







School fees include a delicious, balanced lunch cooked on site. The school chef develops his tasty 
menus by working closely with a top nutritionist, and over 95% of all raw ingredients are delivered fresh 
every day. 

Working together with his team, he serves homemade soups, prepares a fully fledged salad bar, three 
main hot dishes, including a vegetarian option along with accompanying vegetables (homemade 
mashed potatoes!) and a wide variety of desserts (fresh fruit pots, homemade cake and yoghurts).

Every Friday, students are treated to a culinary journey, with a highlight on a different country each 
week to expand their horizons: Greek moussakas, Moroccan tagines, Japanese teriyaki, and much more. 
We also organise regular workshops so that students can discover culinary traditions and gastronomic 
variety: bread demonstrations, sushi workshops, healthy breakfast and pasta showcases, just to name 
a few.

Our school caterer Holroyd Howe received the Catey Prize in 2015 for “Education Caterer of the Year”, 
rewarding in particular their innovative and fresh menus.

Bon appetit!



Sports
Our bilingual and bicultural PE team favours a holistic approach, as students are expected to try out a 
wide range of activities but also encouraged to adopt a healthy lifestyle and a positive attitude.  

Hockey   Swimming   Cross Country   Fitness   Ball 
Games     Hurdle Race   Acrobatic Gymnastics   Badminton 
Athletics      Orienteering    Long Jump     Kayak     Handball      
Football   Sailing    Basketball   Ultimate Frisbee 

Students are driven to hone their skills to the best 
of their ability, and encouraged to give their all for 
their own sake, as well as for their team and their 
school. We also nurture elite athletes who go on to 
compete at wider levels, from local to international.



CFBL uses a number of excellent sports facilities, each 
within walking or easy bussing distance, which include 
AstroTurf pitches, athletics tracks, swimming pools,  a 
multi-sports dome, and even a reservoir for kayaking 
and sailing. 

In order to enhance the students’ learning experience 
and broaden their horizons, a number of sports projects 
are organised throughout the year, including Sports 
Days, inter-school competitions such as the London 
Youth Games, cross-country races, charity events such 
as Sports Relief, and more. 

In addition to coordination, endurance and speed, 
students learn the value of solidarity and cooperation 
with team sports, as well as the importance of a positive 
lifestyle with our semester-long Healthy Living project, 
which encourages them to eat balanced meals, sleep 
well and stay active. 

Although CFBL students are not required to wear a 
uniform for most classes, they are expected to wear the 
official CFBL kit for PE. 



Beyond the classroom
From campaigning to save the planet and raising funds to end child poverty, to inclusive artistic 
competitions and even monthly music jams, students are given many opportunities to follow their 
passions and express their natural talents outside the classroom. 

Our in-house bilingual radio station, Radio Récré, trains students in public speaking and helps develop 
their self-confidence with a very hands-on approach: students suggest ideas for future programmes, 
collaborate on writing the script, report during special events, interview external guests, and present 
every show. Programmes are then broadcast during lessons, giving other pupils the chance to discover 
new things thanks to their peers. 

Students who are musically inclined have numerous occasions to hone their skill outside the classroom, 
whether in the informal, relaxed atmosphere provided by our monthly Lunch Jams, or as part of our 
traditional Rock Around the Tree festival in June. Our primary school show sees all 350 primary school 
pupils wow audiences at every year’s end in a special venue, and quite a few stars are born during 
our CFBL Musical productions, which adapt well-known stories to a CFBL setting, to give students a 
chance to assist with scriptwriting as well as singing and dancing. 

We also believe in making the most of the cultural 
opportunities afforded by such a rich and diverse 
city as London, whether that means discovering 
Spanish cuisine - and ordering in Spanish! - in a tapas 
restaurant, starting a module on Shakespeare by 
visiting the Globe, or observing how nature changes 
with the seasons at Hampstead Heath. Our school 
outings enhance the curriculum by bringing learning 
to life in a wider context, and have a positive impact 
on students’ comprehension and retention.

Our Duke of Edinburgh Award programme is also 
a great way for students to expand their horizons 
and continue their educational journey outside the 
classroom, as they develop soft skills and learn how 
to work as a team, be committed and dedicated, and 
take on responsibility. Nearly 50 Year 10 students 
take part in the Bronze Award programme each 
year, with truly astonishing results as they grow and 
mature into responsible citizens of the world.





“For me, CF BL is only good 
memories of friendships, interesting 
teachers and unique experiences like 
the trip to Uruguay.”    
Sofia

Normandy Suffolk      
Moscow Valencia  
Berlin Isle of Wight 
Vienna Bombannes  



Trips & foreign exchanges
Every year, CFBL students have the opportunity to discover new places and find out more about the 
world they live in with our wide array of trips. From discovering nature in Suffolk (Year 2), history in 
Normandy (Year 6) and ecology in Rotterdam (Year 8) to going on a space masterclass in Moscow 
(Year 10), students continue their educational journey outside the classroom. This is essential to their 
development as well-rounded human beings, and contributes to making them more open-minded. 

Students can also form lifelong friendships and enhance their language skills by taking part in our 
foreign exchange programmes with our partner schools in Berlin and Valencia. Our orientation trip to 
the Isle of Wight at the beginning of Year 7 helps students old and new get to know each other better, 
and the end of Year 10 “surf & sail” trip to Bombannes in the South of France is a fantastic send-off 
after their exams.

New exchanges with other AEFE partner schools around the world are constantly being added, so 
check our website for the latest information on trips and foreign exchanges.





C lubs

Drama       Art     Choir     Basketball    Badminton    Beginner coding     
Video Game Design     Design & Programming     Dance    Java 
Coding        Guitar       Chess        Football       Gymnastics      Handball      
Mandarin      Table tennis      Yoga      Multisports      Parkour      

In addition to wraparound care (before and after school), CFBL offers nearly 50 clubs that help students 
develop their natural talents, learn new skills, and make friends. We believe that learning does not stop 
at the end of the school day, and we aim to feed their natural curiosity and lively enthusiasm with a 
wide range of activities, such as:



After CF BL
At the end of Year 10, students take our official exit exam, the Brevet (the French equivalent of GCSEs), 
comprised of written and oral assessments in French, mathematics, history, geography, science, one 
optional elective, and a group project. Our students achieve exceptional results, with a 100% pass rate, 
including 99% with distinction. 

While we are proud of this achievement, our goal is to give students the skills and confidence to 
succeed whatever they choose to do next, whether they decide to take the French baccalaureate, IB, 
A-Levels or prefer another stream. This has proven to be the case throughout the years, with students 
going to Upper Secondary in the French, UK or international systems around the world. 

Our students go on to study at prestigious UK universities (such as Cambridge, Imperial, UCL, King’s 
College, LSE), the best French higher education establishments (Dauphine, Sorbonne, Polytechnique, 
ESCP, EDHEC) or world-class institutions further afield (McGill, HEC Montréal, Columbia, Georgetown...).



We are leaving our “home of 
learning” with a heavy heart, 

but we are happy that CF BL 
turned out to be everything 
we’d hoped for, with al l the 
qualities necessary to our 

children’s progress and wel l-
being.” Isabel le Leize, 

mother of Martin



A wonderful 
community



From students to parents, alumni to staff members, we strive to 
make everyone feel at home and part of the CFBL community. 
Our parents’ association, CFBL Parents, helps by organising 
events for families such as the Winter Fair and the Summer Fair, 
and a few events just for parents (cocktail parties, wine & cheese 
tastings, weekly coffee mornings...). They also contribute to the 
development of the school by raising funds for educational 
projects and equipment through bake sales and the annual gala. 
There are many opportunities to get involved and meet members 
of the school community.

“CF BL is like a warm 
and caring family.” 

Selena

The school also organises fun events for our families throughout the year, such as our 
annual Music Day festival, which sees parents, students and staff perform throughout 
the evening. Our weekly Miracle Fridays are also a popular rendezvous, with 30 to 200 
members of the school community meeting every Friday at 6.20am at Hampstead 
Heath for sports with a smile.

Students develop a sense of community by being sorted into CFBL Houses at the 
beginning of Year 7, an affiliation that transcends their class or year group. Students are 
then encouraged to win House points throughout the year by demonstrating positive 
behaviours or being outstanding in their field - whether academic, artistic or athletic. 
They thus dedicate themselves to a collective enterprise  that creates bonds with other 
House members. 

Students grow very attached to CFBL throughout their school years and often come back 
for impromptu visits as well as dedicated alumni events. Our most recent graduates are 
invited back to the school, along with their families, a few months after graduation for 
our traditional Brevet diploma ceremony and gala - a festive and glamorous occasion! 



Next steps

Enrol 

CFBL has a rolling admissions process, meaning there is no deadline. However, we process applications 
in the order in which they are received. Due to the limited number of places, we encourage families to 
apply as soon as possible as year groups fill up quickly. 

We are currently accepting applications for the next 3 years. New students are accepted at all levels, 
but our main points of entry are Year 1 (age 5) and Year 7 (age 11). 

We may open Nursery and Reception classes from September 2020.
To find out more and register your interest, please email admissions@cfbl.org.uk

Visit us 

To find out whether CFBL is the right fit for your child, we recommend attending one of our Open Days, 
which take place every month. You can check our upcoming dates and sign up on our website at 
www.cfbl.org.uk/open-days

Year 6 students who would like to experience everything that CFBL has to offer, from our bilingual 
education to our warm and welcoming atmosphere, can join us for an immersive Taster Day by booking 
online: www.cfbl.org.uk/taster-days

How to apply

How to apply

Step 1
Fill out our online application form at cfbl.org.uk/apply

Step 2
The Admissions Committee convenes every month to make offers 

(dependent on the availability of places)

Step 3
The student is invited in for an oral and written French assessment 

to determine the support that will be needed (if any)



Getting to CFBL

The CFBL is located in Kentish 
Town, North West London, in the 
highly sought-after borough of 
Camden, surrounded by three 
magnificent parks: Hampstead 
Heath, Primrose Hill and Regent’s 
Park.

Kentish Town is a family-friendly 
neighbourhood with good public 
transport connections and 
near to King’s Cross St Pancras 
International railway station.

Families often live near Kentish 
Town high street, or in the 
neighbouring leafy West 
Hampstead.

Families living further afield can 
also come to CFBL by public 
transport (Kentish Town on the 
Northern line or the Thameslink, 
or Kentish Town West on the 
Overground) or avail of private 
school bus routes.

How to get to 87 Holmes Road:

Kentish Town (Northern line)
Kentish Town West (Overground)

Thameslink
& Southeastern

Buses: 46, 88, 134, 214, 393

We have bike and scooter racks 
for the students

Walking is a healthy and eco-
friendly choice!

How to apply

How to apply



CFBL 
87 Holmes Road 
London NW5 3AX
020 7993 7400
info@cfbl.org.uk
www.cfbl.org.uk

“A sparkling little gem in the heart of 
Kentish Town, it is a bilingual environment 

with a truly international mindset.”
The Good Schools Guide


